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Zoning Ordinance
For
Island Falls, Maine

ARTICLE I - PREAMBLE
An ordinance to further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions and the general
welfare, foster orderly economic development, prevent and control water pollution,
control building sites, and to preserve the rural charm and natural resources of the
“TOWN OF ISLAND FALLS, MAINE”. For the accomplishment of the above-stated
purposes and in pursuance of authority conferred by Title 30, Chapter 239, Sections
4952-4957, and Title 12, Sections 4811-4814, Revised Statutes of Maine, as amended,
the following Ordinance is hereby enacted by the Voters of said Town in official meeting
convened July 9, 1974.

ARTICLE II — DISTRICTS
For the purpose of this Ordinance, the Town of Island Falls is divided into the following
Districts as shown on the Zoning Map filed with the Register of Deeds and the Town
Clerk and dated July 9, 1974: (1) Protection Districts: (2) Residential Districts: (3)
Agriculture Districts: (4) Commercial Districts: and (5) Industrial Districts. Said Zoning
Map is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this Ordinance.

ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms are defined as provided in this section.
Terms not defined herein shall have customary dictionary meaning. Districts or Zones
shall be constructed as meaning the same. :

Domestic Well: Means a well (however deep) or spring used as a source of water for
farm or household use.

Emergency Operations: These shall include operations conducted for the public health,
safety or general welfare, such as protection of resources from immediate destruction or
loss, law enforcement, and operations to rescue human beings and livestock from the
threat of destruction injury.

Essential Services: Gas, electrical or communication facilities, steam, fuel or water
supply, transmission or distribution systems.

Forest Management Activities: Timber cruising and other forest resources evaluation,
activities, management planning activists, insect and disease control, timber stand
improvement, pruning, timber harvesting and other forest harvesting, regeneration of
forest stands, and other similar associated activities, but not the construction of creation
of roads.

Forestry: Means the science, art and practice of managing and using for maximum long-
term human benefit the renewable natural resources that occur on and in association with
forestlands.




Front Yard: Means the space extending for the full width of a lot between the extreme
front line of a building thereon and the nearest sideline of a right of way.

Frontage: Means the boundary of a lot bordering on a public right of way or water body.

Great Pond: Any inland body of water which has a surface area in excess of 10 acres,
except where such body of water is man-made and in addition, is completely surrounded
by land held by a single owner, and except those privately owned ponds which are held
primarily as waterfowl and fish breeding areas or for hunting and fishing.

Home Occupation: Means any activity of a professional, commercial, or industrial
character carried on in a residence and employing no more than three individual non-
occupants thereof.

Home Produce: Means vegetables, flowers and other things grown on the premises.

Inland Wetlands: Areas enclosed by the normal high water mark of inland waters and
otherwise identified on the basis of soils, vegetation, marshes and bogs.

Junk: Metal, bottles, rags, paper products, rubber products, and unregistered motor
vehicles, discarded or abandoned trash, or other articles.

Mining: Means the excavation of any mineral and/or organic substance from the ground.

Nonconforming Use: Means a building, structure, or use of land existing at the time of
enactment of this ordinance and does not conform to the regulations of the zone in which
it 1s sitnated.

Normal High Water Mark of Inland Waters: That line on the shores and banks of
non-tidal waters which is apparent because of the contiguous different character of the
soil of the vegetation, due to the prolonged action of the water. Relative to vegetation, it
is that line where the vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly
terrestrial. (By way of illustration, aquatic vegetation includes but is not limited to the
following plants and plant groups — water lily, pond lily, pickle weed, cattail, wild rice,
sedges, rushes and marsh grasses; and terrestrial vegetation includes, but is not limited to
the following plants and plant groups — upland grasses, aster, lady slipper, wintergreen,
partridge berry, sarsaparilla pines, cedars, oaks, ashes, alders, elms and maples). In
places where shore or bank is of such character that the high water mark cannot be easily
determined (rockslides, ledges, rapidly eroding or slumping banks), the normal high
water mark shall be established from places where it can be determined by the above
method.

Ordinance: a person whose land abuts land for which a permit or variance has been
granted: or a group of five (5) or more citizens of the municipality who represent an

interest adverse to the grant or denial of such a permit or variance.

Other Structure: Anything built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons.



Piers, Docks, Wharfs, Breakwaters, Causeways, Bridges over 20 feet in length, and
uses Projecting into water bodies.
Temporary: Structures, which remain in water for less than seven (7) months in
any period of twelve (12) consecutive months.
Permanent: Structures, which remain the water for seven (7) months or more in
any period of twelve (12) consecutive months. Aggrieved Party — A person
whose land is directly or indirectly affected by the grant of denial of variance
under this.

Principal Structure: The structure in which the primary use of the lot is conducted.
Incidental or subordinate to that of the principal structure of the primary use to which the
premises are devoted.

Privy: A pitin the ground into which human excrement is placed.

Research and Development Facility: A laboratory or other facility for carrying on
investigation of the natural, physical, or social sciences, or engineering and development
of end products as an extension of such investigation. Such a facility does not engage in
the manufacture or sale of products, except as incidental to the main purpose of research
and investigation.

Residential Dwelling Unit: A room or a group of rooms designed and equipped
exclusively for the use of a permanent, seasonal, or temporary living quarters for only
one family. The term shall include mobile homes.

Right of Way: Means and includes all town, state, and federal highways and the land on
either side as covered by applicable statutes.

River: Any free flowing body of water from that point at which it provides drainage for
a watershed of twenty-five (25) square miles to its mouth.

Road: A route or track consisting of a bed of exposed mineral soil, gravel, asphalt, or
other surfacing material constructed for or created by the repeated passage of motorized
vehicles.

Sanitarium: Means any facility in which medical and/or nursing care is provided.

Sign: Means any self-supported or attached placard, poster, billboard, or other device
bearing any form of announcement, direction, advertisement, or other information.

Steep Slopes: Areas having a sustained grade of twenty-five percent (25%) or greater.

Timber Harvesting: The cutting and removal of trees from their growing site, and the
attendant operation of cutting and skidding machinery but not the construction or creation
of roads. Timber harvesting does not include the clearing of land for approved
construction.







































